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LIVING LEO’S LEGACY 
We demonstrate our commitment to Leo McCarthy’s values 
of equity, human dignity, and integrity by fostering civic 
competencies and political participation, educating the next 
generation of ethical leaders and public servants, and addressing 
injustices that disproportionately affect the most vulnerable 
members of our communities. 

LIVING 
LEO’S LEGACY 
We demonstrate our commitment 
to Leo McCarthy’s values of equity, 
human dignity, and integrity by 
fostering civic competencies and 
political participation, educating the 
next generation of ethical leaders 
and public servants, and addressing 
injustices that disproportionately 
affect the most vulnerable members 
of our communities. 

"Leo McCarthy believed 
that government is about 
people. The Center 
provides opportunities to 
make lasting connections 
and to work on policies that 
improve the lives of many." 

ELMY BERMEJO, FORMER LTM STAFF 
AND BOARD OF ADVISER 

DARRYL 
STEINBERG 

Mayor of 
Sacramento 

NANCY PELOSI 
52nd Speaker of the 
House of Representatives 



LONDON BREED 
Mayor of San Francisco 

30+ 
LEADERSHIP AND 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
WORKSHOPS/SESSIONS 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENIOR DIRECTOR 
As we stand on the threshold of a new 
chapter, it brings me immense joy to present 
our Annual Impact Report—a testament to 
the incredible journey we've embarked upon 
and the milestones we've achieved together. 

Over the past year, we’ve embraced 
innovation with programs like our Equity 
Interns, Engage San Francisco Literacy, 
and our local, state, and national fellows 
programs as a commitment to pushing 
boundaries and exploring new frontiers in 
public service. This spring, we successfully 
created the inaugural McCarthy Center 
Friendraiser Celebration, lifting our community 
partners and laying the foundation for a 
brighter, more inclusive future. 

None of our achievements would be possible 
without the unwavering support of our 
partners, collaborators, local public leaders, 
and co-educators. We express our heartfelt 
gratitude to each who has  joined hands 
with us in collectively making a difference 
in the lives we touch. 

Our journey doesn't end here; it's a 
continuous evolution, and the best is yet to 
come. Thank you for being an integral part 
of our journey, and let’s keep crushing it! 

With gratitude, 

DERICK BROWN 
Senior Director, 
Leo T. McCarthy Center 



36 
FELLOWS IN D.C., SACRAMENTO, 

AND SAN FRANCISCO 

McCARTHY FELLOWS 
The 2022–2023 academic year saw new opportunities for 
in-person engagement, growing student interest in public 
service internships, and a more diverse cohort embracing 
community engagement and public service as part of their 
future careers. Our McCarthy Fellows programs in San 
Francisco, Sacramento (pictured above), and Washington, 
D.C. (pictured on the cover), offered unique opportunities 
for undergraduates of various majors to explore the 
intersection of justice, politics, and public policy at city, 
state, and national levels through community-engaged 
learning courses and transformative internships. 

As in-person activities returned, we recognized that the 
“new normal” remains fluid, prompting us to adapt to 

students’ evolving needs. We revamped our outreach 
efforts, making 175 classroom visits, delivering 86 student 
organization pitches, and collaborating with campus 
departments to ensure program accessibility and relevance 
to undergraduates. This focused approach led to a notable 
increase in applicants across majors such as politics, 
international studies, civil engineering, environmental 
studies, and business administration, with a 50.7 percent 
increase in applications compared with the previous year. 

A total of 36 McCarthy Fellows and USF in D.C. students 
secured placements in diverse government agencies 
and organizations that aligned with their policy interests, 
including our partnerships with the Department of Education, 



Western Center on Law and Policy, U.S. Congress, Office of the 
Public Defender, Department of the Environment, the SF City 
Administrator, the Board of Supervisors, SF Planning, and more. 
Their projects encompassed constituent services, legislative 
research, policy-related communications, process improvements, 
program design, assessment, and evaluation. 

We fostered new partnerships, most notably with Georgetown 
University through our USF in D.C. program, inaugurated with 
an alumni reception hosted by the McCarthy Center that featured 
former Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi as a special guest. 
We are excited to cultivate this relationship in the years to 
come with a shared Jesuit Catholic mission to prepare students 
to be lifelong learners dedicated to the common good and to 
building a more just world. 

McCARTHY FELLOWS 
IN SAN FRANCISCO 
PLACEMENTS 
• District 10 Supervisor Shamann Walton 
• San Francisco Public Library, Racial Equity Office 
• SF Environment—Urban Forestry 
• Office of the Assessor Recorder 
• District 3 Supervisor Aaron Peskin 
• Office of the City Administrator 
• District 8 Supervisor Rafael Mandelman 
• District 5 Supervisor Dean Preston 
• San Francisco Recreation and Parks, Requity Program 
• SF Environment—Communications and Public Affairs 
• San Francisco Planning 
• Public Defender’s Office 
• San Francisco Human Rights Commission 
• Department of Early Childhood Education 



USFVOTES 
USFVotes’ strong student campus team led the university’s 
civic engagement endeavors, enhancing our visibility 
and impact. This year’s team held 46 election pop-ups 
and collaborated with the SF Department of Elections 
for National Voter Registration Day and National Voter 
Education Week, ensuring community readiness for 
the 2022 midterms. 

Our partnership with the School of Law fostered a 
student dialogue on the 26th Amendment’s significance 
for Constitution Day. Prior to the election, we implemented 
the Youth Poll Worker Project, partnering with Power 

to the Polls, enlisting a new generation of poll workers, 
including students from Raoul Wallenberg High School, 
to safeguard the election process. 

The National Study on Learning, Voting and Engagement 
data guided our outreach and recruitment efforts, 
which were shared via our Making It Political podcast. 
These endeavors earned us recognition with an All-
In Voter Friendly Campus Award and a spot on the 
2022 Washington Monthly Student Voting Honor Roll, 
celebrating institutions dedicated to broad democratic 
engagement work. 

46 
ELECTION POP-UPS 

1,500 
K–8 STUDENTS SERVED 



EQUITY INTERNS 
Now in its third year, the Equity Interns program—a 
partnership among the University of Delaware’s Biden 
Institute, the University of San Francisco’s Leo T. McCarthy 
Center, and the YMCA of San Francisco—brought together 
14 service-minded college-age students to participate 
in person for an eight-week paid internship with the 
goal of developing the next generation of educators and 
policymakers who are informed and prepared to address 
the social justice challenges of our times. 

This summer, Equity Interns committed full time, in 
person, to supporting the YMCA of San Francisco’s 
Power Scholars Academy’s K–8 youth to eliminate 
summer learning loss and pandemic-related slide in 
math, literacy, and overall social-emotional development 
at three neighborhood elementary schools: John Muir 
Elementary School, KIPP Bayview Academy, and Monroe 

Elementary School. The Equity Interns were immersed in 
each neighborhood’s culture, history, and socio-political 
profile to understand and increase their engagement with 
children in one-on-one relationship building. 

"Being an Equity Intern has grown my 
passion for teaching and reminded me 
that as educators we play substantial 
roles in advocating for our students, 
reminding them that they are 
important, powerful, and needed." 

KATHLEEN SIU '24 | EQUITY INTERN 



THE FILLMORE/

WESTERN ADDITION 

ENGAGE SAN FRANCISCO 
In the ninth year of this campus community 
partnership, Engage San Francisco has 
maintained its goal of guiding the university 
students, faculty, and collaborators in achieving 
community-identified outcomes through 
collective partnerships and programming that 
support children, youth, and families in The 
Fillmore/Western Addition neighborhood. 
Here are a few examples that illustrate this 
successful and multi-layered facilitation. 

LIGHTING THE PATH BOOK PROJECT 
Lighting the Path—Letters from Black Men 
to Young Black Men and Boys, a vision from 
Thomas Simspon of Afrosolo, is being made 
a reality through a collaboration with fellow 
community leaders, faculty, staff, and students in 
USF’s Marshall Reilly Living Learning Community 
with the goal of being published in 2024. 

COMMUNITY ACTIVIST RESEARCHERS 
This initiative offered by the School of Education’s 
Dr. Colette Cann and her co-educators from 
RISE for Racial Justice, is designed to prepare, 
support, and empower community activists 
to conduct research that addresses anti-Black 
racism. Last year, 30 new participants learned 
the significance of community storytelling, 

documenting their discoveries through data 
collection methods and interviews. 

CHANGEMAKERS: BIOGRAPHIES OF 
SAN FRANCISCO AFRICAN AMERICANS 
WHO MADE A DIFFERENCE 
The Changemakers book and website, 
researched and written by the Martin-Baro 
Scholars and Esther Madriz Diversity Scholars 
from 2015–2019, documents the legacy of 
African American heroes who are part of 
San Francisco history. In the fall, Engage San 
Francisco partnered with San Francisco Public 
Library in celebrating and making hardbound 
copies available at each SFPL branch. 



ESF LITERACY 
Engage San Francisco Literacy develops literacy informed, anti-racist, 
and equity-minded student tutors to grades K–5 children in five public 
elementary schools and community-based afterschool programs. This 
past fall, the program continued to build and share its cultural humility 
curriculum where tutors reflected on their access and resources in 
conjunction with their youth’s marginalizations through articles, videos, 
written reflections, and group discussions to learn how the history and 
systemic racism in the Western Addition has impacted the community 
and the ways in which oppression functions. 

An ongoing ESF Literacy research project continues to gather data on the 
web of influences impacting literacy to create a counter-story compiled 
of the experiences of Black children in the Western Addition. This research 
uplifts the knowledge and work of community partners so that their critical 
perspective informs the work of our program and increases our collective 
impact on the learning of Western Addition children. 

375 
HOURS TUTORED 

PER WEEK 

67 
LITERACY TUTORS 

400+ 
K–5 STUDENTS REACHED 



COMMUNITY 
EMPOWERMENT ACTIVISTS 
The Community Empowerment Activists (CEA) is a 
transformative yearlong community-engaged learning 
(CEL) program that combines critical pedagogy of 
resistance, activism, and arts as resistance rooted in 
the foundation, “the rEVOLution is Love.” Students 
build, learn, grow, and contribute to grassroots 
organizing and advocacy building efforts through 
paid internships with frontline organizations in San 
Francisco. CEA is in its fifth year since its inception in 
August 2019 and has welcomed over 30 co-educators 
who are prominent local, national, and  international 
community leaders, activists, artists, and educators. 

This spring, CEA celebrated the second year-end block 
party at its SOMA host organization, Kultivate Labs/
Kapwa Gardens, integrating arts as resistance with a 
gathering of CEA family, community partners, co-
educators, USF community, San Francisco neighbors, 
and loved ones for a day of live music, performance, 
and spoken word rooted in the power of love and a 
collective liberation. 

4
COMMUNITY PARTNER 

AWARDS GIVEN



FRIENDRAISER 
CELEBRATION 
Celebrating and honoring communuity 

The intention to celebrate our friends and lift our 
community partners came to fruition this year in 
the form of an inaugural Friendraiser Celebration. 
In honoring the legacy of Leo T. McCarthy, 
a staunch advocate who listened, amplified, 
and responded to the voices of underserved 
communities, the center invited community co-
educators, students, supporters, and friends to 
a joyous celebration of four community partners 
with long track records of supporting the next 
generation of ethical leaders who are learning 

how to change the world through university-wide, 
community-engaged learning and internships. The 
Friendraiser Celebration will become a permanent 
biennale event on the center’s calendar. 

1ST 
INAUGURAL FRIENDRAISER 

4 
COMMUNITY PARTNER 

AWARDS GIVEN 

"CEA is a space where we share love, 
passion, communication and understanding."

MAYA JANE VISCONTE ’25 
COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT ACTIVIST 



COMMUNITY–ENGAGED 

LEARNING 
In 2022–2023, we celebrated two decades of offering the 
Community Partner Co-Educator fellowship (CPCE), which 
brings together staff from local nonprofits, government 
agencies, and grassroots organizations to learn about CEL, 
exchange professional knowledge, and build relationships 
to enhance their work and support community-engaged 
learning. We also hosted our annual Community-
Engaged Learning and Teaching Fellowship with five 
faculty participants representing disciplines ranging from 
psychology to performing arts to data analytics. Faculty 
developed and enhanced community-engaged courses 
to build students' capacities as civic participants and 
changemakers. Additionally, we convened USF's Council 
on Community Engagement to provide critical insights 
informing USF's enactment of the new strategic plan and 
meet with the provost to share successes and challenges 
in our community-engaged work. 

125 
CEL COURSES 

32 
STUDENTS ENROLLED 

IN PSCE MINOR



"With a love for community and 
organizing, my experience has 
shown me the beauty of how 
passions and skills can align." 

SADIE MILLS '23 
MCCARTHY FELLOW 

1900 
STUDENTS IN CEL COURSES 

20 
YEARS COMMUNITY PARTNER 

CO-EDUCATOR FELLOWSHIP 

100+ 
COMMUNITY PARTNER 

CO-EDUCATOR 
ORGANIZATIONS 



2022–23 

DONORS AND FUNDERS 
We are grateful to our most recent donors and funders who have generously made 
a gift to support McCarthy Center students and the center over the last year. 

Bukola Adesokan-
Cobb 
Emily Adsit 
Bruce Agid 
The Hon. Art Agnos 
& Sherry Agnos 
Vikrum Aiyer 
Kevin & Jamie Allen 
Samantha Allen 
Sharon McCarthy 
Allen & Dale L. 
Allen, Jr. 
Linda Barnard 
Nancy Barrett & 
Francis Beneduci 
Michael & Patricia 
Barron 
Lynn Beal 
Maureen Beckman 
Tracy Benning 
Elmy Bermejo 
Jared Bisbikis 
Rachel Brahinsky 
Robert Bromfield 
Dion-Jay Brookter 
Natalie Cirigliano 
Brosnan 
Deriana Brown 
Derick and Tracie 
Brown 
Jamie Bruning-Miles 
Andrea Bruss & 
Judson True 
Tami Bryant 
Jayme Burke 
Lawrence Burton 
Shawn Calhoun & 
Nazanin Calhoun 
Elizabeth Callahan 
Eldoris Cameron 
Madeline Campbell 
Erika Carlsen 
Kate Carter & Ann 
Magovern 
William Cartwright 
John & Lynn 
Catchings 
Joshua Chan 
Howell Chan 
Claudine Cheng 
James & Kate Childs 
Rodney Chin 

Simon Chiu 
Erin Clark 
Judith Cohen & 
Malcolm Gissen 
Zachary Cohen 
Kathleen Coll 
Charles & Paula 
Collins 
Kevin Collymore 
Antoinette Commer 
Jeffrey Congdon 
Erica Perry Cooper 
Karin Cotterman 
Cormac Craigie 
Ricardo Cruz 
Sheryl Davis 
Victoria Sanchez De 
Alba & Ricardo De 
Alba 
Larry* & Mary Del 
Santo 
Miriam Desmukes 
Timothy & Gloria 
Dews 
Melanie Dismukes 
Margaret Doherty-
Simor & Brent Simor 
Robert & Liz 
Dondero 
Celestino Ellington 
Dorothy Escobar 
Susan Ewens 
Casey Farmer & 
Galen Wilson 
Martin Fatooh 
Charles Fermin 
Paul J. Fitzgerald, S.J. 
Tenoch Flores & 
Evelyn Rodriguez 
Costanza & John* 
Foran 
Susan Ford 
Lauren Freese 
Eileen Fry-Bowers 
Papia Gambelin 
Alicia Gamez 
Joshua Gamson 
Takija Gardner 
Susan Gilbert-Miller 
& David Miller 
Michael Goldman 
Alexis Grab & 

Erika White 
Robert Grassilli, Jr. 
Brandon Graves 
Jonathan Greenberg 
Linda & John* 
Grimes 
Russell Grimes 
Richard Grosboll 
Chris Gruwell & Lisa 
Seitz Gruwell 
Stephen Gruwell 
Julianne Guevara 
Elizabeth Guneratne 
Miriam & Peter* Haas 
Jimi Harris 
Thomas Harrison 
Michelle & Mark 
Harvey 
Joanne Hayes-
White 
Patricia Hayes 
Laura Held 
Joan & Alan Henricks 
Chad Hiu 
Sarah Hobin 
Alexander & Pamela 
Hochman 
Bill & Sally Hogan 
Holly Hogan & 
Thomas Holmes 
Jonathan Hoyt 
William Jackson 
Maysha Jackson-Bell 
Adrienne Johnson 
Tiffani Jones 
Veronica & Dwayne 
Jones 
William Jordan III & 
Trisha Jordan 
Robert Just 
Michael & Patricia 
Kelly 
Elisabeth & Michael 
Kersten 
Courtney & Doug 
Kilroy 
Justice Don King & 
Nikki King 
Richard & Eva Klein 
John Kunzweiler 
David Kvaratskhelia 
& Christina Giguere 

Sabrina Kwist 
Susana Lapeyrade-
Drummond 
Denise Lapointe 
Fabiola Larios 
Carla Laurel 
Melinda Lawlor 
Skrade 
Laurie & Dan 
Lawson 
Shivawn Layne 
Silena Layne 
Garvin Lee & Linda 
Wong-Lee 
Michael Lenert 
Cassie Light 
Leslie Lombre & 
Lonnie Odom 
Pamela Balls 
Organista & Kurt 
Organista 
Annette Lomont & 
Charles Raaberg* 
Reza Lotun 
Derek Lough 
Betty Louie 
Joan Lubamersky 
Danette Magilligan 
Donald Magilligan 
Bridget Mahoney 
Helen Maniates 
Connie Marvin 
Irena Matijas 
Allen Matthews & 
Deborah Wandell 
Debra Mattson 
Theodore Matula 
Adam & Heather 
McCarthy 
Conna McCarthy & 
Peter Craigie 
Jacqueline Burke 
McCarthy 
Niall & Yvonne 
McCarthy 
Lindsey McClenahan 
Jacqueline McIntosh 
Catherine 
McLaughlin 
Joe & Nancy 
McMonigle 
Madeline Meininger 
Hydra Mendoza & 

Eric McDonnell 
Ann Miller 
Ann Mills 
Sadie Mills 
Jonathan Mintzer 
Mazeratti Mitchell 
Janine Mixon 
Michael Eva 
Monroe 
Aubrey Moore 
Teresa Moore 
Jennifer Mora 
Alexandra Morgan 
Destiny & Cristwell 
Muhammad 
Kevin & Jessica 
Mullin 
Yoyo Murphy 
Louise & Ray Nelson 
Joseph & Lisa Nevin 
Melanie Nguyen 
Sebastien Nguyen 
Larry & Kathy* Nibbi 
Niki Nielsen 
Pilar Odom 
Jane Packer 
Veronica Palustra 
Ray & Ellie* Peck 
Linda Parker 
Pennington 
Evelyn Fernandez 
Pedraza 
Alfredo Pedroza & 
Wayne Bautista 
Kara Poniatoski 
Nicole Raeburn 
Daniel Raile 
Clint & Janet Reilly 
Paul Reulbach 
Stephen & Elizabeth 
Revetria 
Laylah Ricard 
Paul Richardson 
Perla Rodriguez 
William Rogers 
Ronald Rose & 
Karen Rose 
Jennielyn Dino 
Rossi & Jaime Rossi 
Argel Sabillo & 
Jessica Chew 
Sofia Sanchez 



Jamala Sanford 
Martin Scherstuhl 
Lloyd Schine 
William Scull 
Stephanie Sears 
David Seidel 
Scott Shafer 
Lucas Sharma 
Kibibi Shaw 
Suzie & Declan Sheedy 
Shawna Sherman 
Jeff & Naomi Silk 
Lawrence Simi & Janet 
Rogers 
Sharon & Dilip Singam 
Chantel & Sean Smith 
Diana Smith 
Elizabeth Lukes Solomon 
Philip Spiegel 
Seth Steward 
William Stokes 
Edward & Marjorie* 
Summerville 
Sevan Suni 
Diane Sweeney 
Paul & Andrea Swenson 
Adam Swig 
Roselyne & Richard* Swig 
Anna Tait 
Suzanne Takeuchi 
Araceli Tamayo-Lee 
Dominic & Leona* Tarantino 
James Taylor 
Rosa Terrazas 
Phillip Thornton & Susan 
Friday 
Derek Toliver 
Theodore & Michelle Toppin 
Joaquín Torres 
Jenifer Toyomura 
Judson True 
Keena Turner 
Daniel & Eve Vaccaro 
Nico Van Dongen 
Marthinus Johannes 
Coetzee Van Loggerenberg 
Gwynn Vitello 
Anastasia Vrachnos 
Jason Walker 
Jason Warburg 
Dick & Mary Warren 

Timothy Waters 
Christopher West 
Christine Whelan & Vernon 
Olson* 
Alfred  & Manti Williams 
Aisha Williamson-Raun 
Dede & Alfred* Wilsey 
Maxine Wilson 
Mike Wittenwyler 
Joseph & Maureen Woelffer 
Rahel Woldehana 
Xiaohua Yang 
Gregory Yee & Karen Ono 
Courtney Young-Law & 
Christopher Law 

ORGANIZATIONS 
Affirm 
Alexander Urban Fund 
Andrew Goodman 
Foundation 
Betty L. Blakely Scholarship 
Boys and Girls Club 
of San Francisco 
Catholic Healthcare West 
Clarence E. Heller Charitable 
Foundation at The San 
Francisco Foundation 
CORO Northern California 
Cotchett Pitre & McCarthy LLC 
Craig Newmark 
Philanthropies 
Golden State Warriors 
Jesuit Foundation 
Kenneth Rainin Foundation 
LaPointe Group 
Mimi and Peter Haas Fund 
Paganini Electric 
Corporation 
Robert L. Holstein Memorial 
Scholarship 
Saints Peter and Paul 
Salesian School 
San Francisco Giants 
Baseball Club LLC 
Taube Foundation for 
Jewish Life and Culture 
of the Jewish Community 
Endowment Fund 
The Janet and Clint Reilly 
Family Foundation 
United Playaz 
VISA International 
Walter & Elise Haas Fund 

* indicates donor is deceased 

2022–23 

FINANCIALS 

REVENUES 

68% GIFTS, GRANTS, AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

14% FOUNDATIONS 

18% ENDOWMENT 

85% MCCARTHY CENTER PROGRAMS 

11% ADMINISTRATION 

4% OTHER RESTRICTED ACTIVITY 

EXPENSES 
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Leo T. McCarthy Center for Public Service 
and the Common Good 

2130 Fulton Street 
San Francisco, CA 94117-1080 

Email: mccarthycenter@usfca.edu 
Telephone: (415) 422-5662 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, 
and Flickr. 

facebook.com/mccarthycenterusfca 

@iammccarthycenter 

McCarthy Center 

SUPPORT THE NEXT GENERATION OF ETHICAL LEADERS 
www.usfca.edu/mccarthy/about/donate 
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