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A MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
SENIOR DIRECTOR 
This past year during the COVID-19 pandemic, we continued to uplift the community we serve. 
We increased our impact with the youth, created new partnerships, and collaborated with USF 
departments across campus to deliver exceptional programing. We enhanced and amplified our 
outstanding preexisting programs, and we also launched a new program, Equity Interns, featured 
on the next page. 

Moving into 2022, I look forward to embracing the new normal and continuing to be flexible 
with whatever comes our way. It brings me much joy knowing that I am a part of an all-star team. 
I still continue to pinch myself each day, and I am so thankful for all that my team has done and 
continues to do for the Center. I feel so fortunate to lead the Center, and it’s an absolute honor to 
work alongside my USF family. 

Sincerely, 

DERICK BROWN | Senior Director, Leo T. McCarthy Center 

Leo McCarthy was the consummate public servant and 
statesman. For Leo, public service wasn't a profession, 
it was a calling. A calling to right the wrongs, to create 
a more equitable and humane society, and to restore 
social justice for all. He was my mentor, my friend, and 
one of the finest human beings I have ever known. 

JANET REILLY, Board of Advisors 
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Leo T. McCarthy Center 
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the Common Good 

• UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 

BIDEN INSTITUTE 

EQUITY 
INTERNS 
A national partnership 
grows from a shared vision 

Equity Interns is a new collaboration between 
the University of Delaware’s Biden Institute, 
the Leo T. McCarthy Center, and the YMCA 
of San Francisco, established to reduce the 
achievement gap and prevent COVID-19 learning 
loss in under- resourced communities. 

This past spring, the recognition of this pressing 
need to address pandemic-related learning 
loss blossomed into a unique collaboration of 
three institutions committed to bridging the 
educational equity gap and stymie learning 

loss in young students. Through the creation 
of Equity Interns, college students, who are 
a powerful catalyst for change, enable K–8 
scholars to rebound from COVID-19 setbacks 
and educational inequities. 

This summer, 14 students spent eight weeks in 
full-time virtual internships supporting the YMCA 
of San Francisco’s Power Scholars Academy, 
enhancing young students’ overall development, 
and engaging children while inspiring them to 
become lifelong academic achievers. 

Number of partners 3 
Two coasts where 
students come from 
and work together 2 
Inaugural funder, 
Walter & Elise Haas 
Fund – committed to 
supporting children 1 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY–
ENGAGED LEARNING 

 

A DECADE OF HIGHLIGHTS 
Launched in 2011, the Public Service and 
Community Engagement (PSCE) minor provides 
USF students with a unique interdisciplinary, 
hands-on learning experience designed to 
develop students’ knowledge of civic issues; 
understanding of identity-based power, privilege, 
and oppression; and skills to advance positive 
community change. The program draws on 
courses from across disciplines and includes 
the McCarthy Center’s CEL internships in 
the McCarthy Fellows in San Francisco and 
Sacramento, Community Empowerment Activists, 
and USF in DC programs. Over the decade of its 
existence, the minor has grown over 300 percent in 
enrollment, with a cohort of 20 students completing 
a capstone thesis in the last academic year. 

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY 
AND FACULTY PARTNERSHIPS 
The McCarthy Center provides impactful 
professional development and networking 
opportunities for community-engaged faculty 
and community partner co-educators in the 
form of fellowships, workshops, book/podcast 
clubs, and events. In the academic 20–21 year, 
the Community-Engaged Learning and Teaching 

Fellows included nine faculty members across 
nine disciplines in a yearlong paid fellowship 
to implement community-engaged courses. 
The Community Partner Co-Educator Fellowship, 
a complementary paid opportunity that attracts 
staff from nonprofits, government agencies, and 
justice movements to build partnerships with 
USF faculty and students, brought eight fellows 
and seven organizations together over six spring 
semester sessions. 

New community-engaged 
learning courses launched 
last academic year 2020–21 19 
Internships with 
40 site hosts 73 
Community co-educators 
including community 
leaders, policy makers, 
and guest speakers 90 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Community Empowerment Activists 
has allowed me to take my first steps 
into public service, connecting me 
with great resources and activists in 
San Francisco. 

AARON FONTAN ‘23, Politics 

I commit to uplifting the voices 
of those who are facing any 
housing issues. 

MILES WILLIAMS '21, 
International Business, PSCE minor 

I learned that community engagement 
means responding to communal 
needs by utilizing the different 
strengths, talents, and resources 
among community members. 

BLUE BUCCAT '22, Environmental Studies, 
PSCE minor 

The CELT Fellowship reminded me 
of what I love about the academic 
community — we are diverse, but we 
are all committed to 'cura personalis.' 

CHRISTINA TZAGARAKIS-FOSTER, 
USF Professor of Biology 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

ENGAGE 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Responds to Ongoing Change 

When the SFUSD academic year began on 
Aug. 16, 2021, students had been away from 
in-person school for 506 days. During the virtual 
2020–21 academic year, Engage San Francisco 
(ESF) continued to support partners and children 
who were sheltered in place and learning 
remotely. Our focus this year of remote learning 
was enacting our commitment to education 
equity through providing ongoing support for 
children and families in the Fillmore District/ 
Western Addition. 

ESF LITERACY 
ESF Literacy adapted to online tutoring and 
collaborated with Rosa Parks and Dr. William L. 
Cobb elementary schools along with our longtime 
after-school partner, Prince Hall Learning Center. 
In fall 2020, ESF Literacy launched its cultural 
humility curriculum, prompting tutors to evaluate 
their role in the Fillmore District/Western Addition 

community and identify how they can enact the 
Leo T. McCarthy Center’s values by practicing 
cultural humility and employing antiracism, 
empathy, and love in their work as tutors. 

EXPANDED AND ONGOING COLLABORATIONS 
Through collaborations with USF School of 
Education faculty, summer programming 
expanded to address learning loss and support 
ongoing engagement with learning. Dr. Helen 
Maniates led her annual Heart to Heart Summer 
Reading Program with USF Master of Arts in 
Teaching Reading students. Over 75 children 
from the Fillmore District/Western Addition 
participated in this virtual summer program. 
Dr. Imène Ghernati partnered with Gateway 
Middle School, where USF Teacher Education 
students taught an onsite, four-week-long 
summer program that included STEM and 
English/Arts for 45 participants. 



 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Overall, tutoring was such a great 
experience. It is a very well-thought-
out program with incredible 
learning opportunities and staff 
support. I wish I could stay longer. 

MEISY TUNAY ‘21, ESF Literacy 

Hours of ESF 
literacy tutoring 4,226 
ESF Literacy 
student tutors 42 
Partner sites in the Fillmore 
District/Western Addition 6 

I know the USF tutors were very 
consistent and supportive for 
teachers this year! The tutors 
showing up each day ensured 
that students could have a little 
more 1:1 time with adults and 
a little more care, attention, 
and instruction. 

ALEXANDRA SNELL, literary coach, 
Dr. William L. Cobb Elementary School 
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Young people ages 18 to 29 are one of the 
most underrepresented voter groups in the 
United States, yet their values have the power 
to transform our nation. USFVotes, the Leo T. 
McCarthy Center’s voter engagement initiative, 
leads students toward a clear pathway to civic 
engagement as they develop the tools and 
strategies to institutionalize voter engagement 
on campus. As the initiative reaches its three-
year milestone, hundreds of students empower 
their peers year-round to be civically engaged 
and to embed voter engagement as part of their 
USF identity. 

USF OTES USFVOTES 
USFVotes embeds voter engagement as part 
of the USF identity 

COUNTDOWN TO ELECTION 2020 
The USFVotes team transitioned to a remote 
model of voter outreach during COVID-19 in 
preparation for the November 2020 election. 
We hosted weekly Election 2020 pop-ups via 
Zoom, visited hundreds of online classrooms 
to register voters, and staged virtual events 
and webinars to keep the community informed 
of pressing policy issues and ballot information. 
Additionally, we developed a comprehensive 
Election 2020 tool kit to facilitate post-election 
conversations shared it with community and 

national partners. Ultimately, the new data 
from the National Study on Learning, Voter, and 
Engagement (NSLVE) indicated the University 
of San Francisco saw a 19.9 point increase from 
2016 to a 75 percent voter turnout rate in the 
2020 election. 

In keeping constituents informed post-election, 
USFVotes launched a podcast entitled “Making 
it Political” in spring 2021 to explore youth voter 
engagement, redistricting, voter suppression, 
and the role of media in our politics. 

Our efforts surpassed our original expectations 
for the program in its third year, and we were 
rewarded with recognition and honors: 

• Washington Monthly Voter 
Engagement Honor Roll 

• Bronze Medal for All-In Campus Challenge 

• #1 AICUU Voter Registration 
Campus in the California Ballot Bowl 

• Ask Every Student Co-Designer 
Top 10 Campus 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Registered 
voters 17,584 
USFVotes 
Team Leads 12 
Student 
ambassadors 220 

USFVotes allowed me to take some 
issues I am passionate about and 
relate them to how they directly 
affect my surrounding community 
and to work with a group of really 
great people who consistently 
strive to build something better. 

KATHERINE BARRIE ‘22, Politics, Health Studies 
minor, Andrew Goodman Foundation Team Lead 



 
 

  

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 
 

  

  
 

  

  

 

  
 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

  
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

2020–2021 FUNDERS 
AND DONORS 
We gratefully acknowledge the generous support of our 
funders and donors. 

FOUNDATIONS 

Alexander (Zander) 
Urban Endowed Fund 
Betty L. Blakley Endowed 
Scholarship 
Andrew Goodman 
Foundation 

Richard W. Goldman 
Memorial Endowment Fund 
Walter and Elise 
Haas Fund 
Crescent Porter 
Hale Foundation 

Robert M. Holstein Jr. 
Endowed Scholarship 
Umthombo Street 
Children Project–Hoag 
Foundation 
Jesuit Foundation 

Bill and Trisha Jordan 
Scholarship Fund 
Craig Newmark 
Philanthropies 

Sarlo Foundation Grant 
Students Learn Students 
Vote Coalition 

INDIVIDUALS 

Emily Adsit 
Bruce Agid 
Dale Allen and Sharon 
McCarthy Allen 
Jamie Allison 
Jamie Andan 
Pamela Balls-Organista 
Nancy Barrett and 
Francis Beneduci 
Elmy Bermejo 
Lawrence and Patricia Blunt 
Mary Anne Brady 
Robert Bromfield 
Derick Brown 
and Tracie Brown 
Andrea  Bruss 
and Judson True 
Shawn Calhoun and 
Nazanin Calhoun 
Sybil Carter-Love 
Bill Cartwright 
Jessica Casas and 
Argel Sabillo  
Rosanna Castain 
Victoria Castaneda 
Howell Chan 
Yoyo Chan 
Katie Chapman-Pinto 
Dennis Chew 
Rodney Chin 

Lydia Chung 
Francis and Nicole Cicchini 
Michael Conrad 
Karin Cotterman 
Kathleen Courtney 
Mary Cruz 
Sheryl Davis 
Lester Deanes 
Joan Decker 
Anthony and Ruth Dineros 
Stuart Drown and Anna 
Danilowicz-Drown 
Carolina Echeverria 
Amy Ellison 
Andrea Evans 
Casey Farmer 
and Galen Wilson 
Elizabeth Farmer 
Suzanna Fix 
Laura Flores 
Alicia Gamez 
Serra Falk Goldman 
Jeremy Ghassemi 
Mary Wardell Ghirarduzzi 
Michael Godfrey and 
Virginia Davis Godfrey 
Kenneth Goldstein 
Alexis Grab 
and Erika White 

Robert Grassilli Jr. 
Jonathan Greenberg 
Russell Grimes 
John and Noreen 
Harrington 
Candice Harrison 
Maureen Hartin 
Joanne Hayes-White 
Kevin Hickey 
Holly Hogan and 
Thomas Holmes 
William and Sarah Hogan 
Laura Gengler Hudson 
William Jackson 
Eric Jaye 
Trisha Jordan and 
William L. Jordan 
Rafal and Michelle Kania 
Doug and Courtney Kilroy 
Dana Klein 
Uldis and Ann Kruze 
Donald and 
Patricia Kuchta 
Leslie Lombre 
and Lonnie Odom 
Helen Maniates 
Aundraya Martinez 
Kiana Martinez 
Connie Marvin 
Theodore Matula 

Adam and Heather 
McCarthy 
Conna McCarthy 
and Peter Craigie 
Amber McChesney-Young 
Dylan Moore 
Star Plaxton Moore 
Alexandra Morgan 
Joey Nevin 
Craig Newmark and Eileen 
Whelpley Newmark 
Linda Ng and Keith Hunter 
Michele Owen 
Jeffrey Paller 
Michael and Evelyn 
Pasqua 
Stephen Pearce 
Raymond Peck 
Evelyn Fernandez Pedraza 
Kara Poniatoski 
Kenneth and Lucita Prager 
Jeannene Przblyski 
Nicole Raeburn 
Daniel Raile 
Janet and Clint Reilly 
Anthony Risucci 
Perla Rodriguez 
Julia Roehl 
Jennielyn Dino Rossi 
and Jaime Rossi 

Jagmohan Sethi 
and Vebina Singh 
Scott Shafer 
Mary Shaffstall 
Christopher Simi 
Lawrence Simi 
and Janet Rogers 
Beth Singer 
Edward and Marjorie 
Summerville 
Diane Sweeney 
Conchita Tabora 
Matilda Tavares 
James Taylor 
Theodore and 
Michelle Toppin 
Keena Turner 
Nichole Vasquez 
David Volpendesta 
and Barbara Paschke 
Angeline Vuong 
Seth Wachtel 
Jason Walker 
Joanne Watchie 
Laney Whitcanack 
Thaddeus Wiltz 
Andrea Wise 
Richard and Christine Wise 
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2020–2021 
FINANCIALS 
REVENUES 

 
 
 

Endowment 
Gifts, grants, and contributions 
Undergraduate programs 

EXPENDITURES 

McCarthy Center operations 
Engage San Francisco 
McCarthy Fellows 
USF in D.C. 
Other restricted activities 
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Leo T. McCarthy Center for Public Service 
and the Common Good 

2130 Fulton Street 
San Francisco, CA 94117-1080 

Email: mccarthycenter@usfca.edu 
Telephone: (415) 422-5662 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 

@USF_LTMC 

@mccarthycenterusfca 

@iammccarthycenter 

McCarthy Center 

SAVE THE DATE 
Thursday, March 3, 2022 

THE LEO T. 
McCARTHY 
AWARD 
for Public Service and the Common Good 

rsvp.usfca.edu/mccarthy-award-2022 

https://rsvp.usfca.edu/mccarthy-award-2022
mailto:mccarthycenter@usfca.edu
https://twitter.com/usf_ltmc
https://facebook.com/mccarthycenterusfca
https://instagram.com/iammccarthycenter
https://flickr.com/photos/94892181@N02
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