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Sheryl Barker, undergraduate program 

director for the School of Business and 

Management, died Aug. 3 following a 

rafting accident while on vacation in 

Oregon. She was 57.

Barker joined USF 21 years ago, teaching courses in 

quantitative methods and analysis. She soon moved onto 

the school’s management team in what would become 

her permanent role as undergraduate student adviser, 

program director, orientation leader, curriculum master, 

and student affairs expert. She affected the academic, 

professional, and personal development of more than 

10,000 USF undergraduates during two decades.

“In education, the measure of our work is taken over 

the lifetime of the students with whom we work,” said 

Mike Duffy, dean of the School of Business and Man-

agement. “Sheryl’s measure will be taken over the span 

of more than a generation of students who benefited 

from her work as a teacher and adviser. Their success-

es are the lasting tribute to Sheryl’s contributions to the 

University of San Francisco.”

USF Professor Emeritus Edward Stack-

poole, S.J., who spent 32 years in the 

English department, died July 18. He was 82.

In addition to teaching English, he served as dean of 

the College of Arts and Sciences from 1976 to 1979. In 

1993, he taught part-time when he became rector of the 

Jesuit Community at USF. In 1999, he retired from that 

responsibility and from teaching. During his later years, 

Fr. Stackpoole was the moderator of the Loyola Guild, a 

member of the Gleeson Library Associates, and a teach-

er in the Fromm Institute for Lifelong Learning.

“Fr. Stackpoole was incredibly kind and always willing 

to do anything to help students and to serve the univer-

sity,” said Jennifer Turpin, dean of the College of Arts 

and Sciences. “As dean of the college, he had a tre-

mendous impact on the direction of the university. As 

an expert in Chaucer studies, he made a lasting impact 

on students and faculty alike during his 32 years as a 

full-time faculty member in USF’s English Department. 

He was a much beloved member of the university com-

munity and the College of Arts and Sciences, and we 

will miss his wise presence.”
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Distinguished English 
Professor Fr. Stackpoole Dies

Longtime Student Adviser Passes

s  m o r e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  s t u d e n t s  h e a d  a b r o a d 
each year for study and immersion trips, a group of university administra-
tors, trustees, and benefactors followed suit during the summer, taking a 

break from the boardroom for their own immersion to El Salvador.
The weeklong tour of the city of San Salvador—where USF has organized study 

and immersions trips with various social justice programs supporting the poorest 
of the poor since 1998—was intended to highlight the role foreign travel plays in 
expanding students’ worldview and cultural appreciation. The group, led by USF 
President Stephen A. Privett, S.J., met with elected officials and leaders of the 
University of Central America, and heard a lecture at the Hospitalito La Devian 
Providencia, where Archbishop Oscar Romero of San Salvador was assassinated in 
1980. Archbishop Romero, after whom a USF student leadership award is named, 
was well known for speaking out against economic injustice and military 
repression in El Salvador.

The itinerary for the June trip included meeting El Salvador Supreme Court Justice 
Victoria de Aviles, El Salvador National Assembly member Hector Dada, and factory 
workers, as well as a tour of a hospital, a Catholic school, and a shantytown.

The visit was similar in purpose to one taken a year ago by USF vice presidents 
and deans to Nicaragua. That trip was meant to focus USF’s top administrators on 
the university’s mission of educating students to create a more humane and just world 
by introducing them to one of the poorest countries in the Western hemisphere. El 
Salvador, with its history of civil war and repression and its legacy of Jesuit martyrs 
who spoke the truth despite adverse consequences, offered trustees and benefactors “a 
unique context for fresh thinking and moral reflection on the mission of a Jesuit 
university today,” said Anne-Marie Devine, USF director of media relations.

“This trip is an opportunity for key partners of the university to experience first 
hand the transformational power that immersion experiences have for many of 
our students,” Fr. Privett said. “These programs that aim to expose and educate us 
to the realities of the global village are oftentimes the catalyst for students to rethink 
how and who they want to be in the world. We hope they will have a similar 
impact on our trustees and alums.”

For Claudio Chiuchiarelli, chairman of the USF Board of Trustees, traveling to 
San Salvador had just that impact. “This (trip) gave me an even greater conviction 
of a Jesuit education, and reinforced our absolute need to provide global perspec-
tive,” Chiuchiarelli said. “(Immersion) highly differentiates the USF experience 
and squares up with everything we stand for and many of the qualities we value.”

The trip was sponsored by the Office of the President and the Joan and Ralph 
Lane Center for Catholic Studies and Social Thought. 

El Salvador Immersion Trip Focuses 
Trustees, Benefactors on Worldview
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Face to Face with Poverty: USF trustees and supporters spent two weeks immersed in 
El Salvador, one of the poorest countries in the Western Hemisphere.


