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Finding E-books 
 
What is an E-book? 
An e-book, sometimes called an electronic book, is an electronic (or digital) equivalent of a 
conventional printed book. Books that are available electronically may also be available as a 
printed book or they may only be published in an electronic format. 
 
How can I access E-books? 
E-books are available through several USF library databases, as well as through links in 
Ignacio, the USF libraries online catalog, to individual e-books. There are also free and 
commercial sources of e-books available on the World Wide Web. 
 

E-books through the Library 
Current E-books  
 
General/Multi-Discipline 

 
NetLibrary: Provides access in electronic format to the full-text of more than 3,500 traditionally 
published books. These books allow access for one user per book at a time. If the title is 
currently available, the link will read, “View this eBook”. 
 
ebrary: Online access to the full text of nearly 25,000 book titles in key subject areas such as 
Business & Economics, Computers & Technology, Language & Literature, Medicine, History & 
Philosophy. 
 
Searching for E-books in Ignacio: The e-books in these two databases can be searched and 
viewed directly though NetLibrary and ebrary, or they can be searched in Ignacio, the USF 
libraries’ online catalog.  

•  Begin with an author search in Ignacio, entering either “netlibrary” or 
“ebrary” in the search box. 

•  This will retrieve all but the very most recent additions to the NetLibrary or 
ebrary databases. 

•  You can now search from among this list of e-books for specific subjects, 
authors, titles, publishers, language, etc., by clicking on the “Limit this 
Search” box at the top of the page and entering your search parameters in 
this page. 

 
Gale Virtual Reference Library: This database includes online access to more than 80 
encyclopedias, almanacs and specialized references sources for multidisciplinary research. 
See the complete list of sources for specific titles that are included.  
 
 

http://www.usfca.edu/library
mailto:reference@usfca.edu
http://ignacio.usfca.edu
http://www.usfca.edu/library/databases/netlibrary.html
http://www.usfca.edu/library/databases/ebrary.html
http://ignacio.usfca.edu
http://www.usfca.edu/library/databases/gvrl.html
http://0-find.galegroup.com.ignacio.usfca.edu:80/gvrl/titleList.do?prodId=GVRL&userGroupName=usfca_gleeson&actionString=DO_FETCH_USER_EBOOKS


Computers and Technology 
 
Safari Books Online: Online, full-text access to more than 1,200 computer and technology 
books published in the last two years from publishers such as O’Reilly, Addison Wesley, 
Sams, Prentice Hall, Que, Cisco Press, Peachpit Press, New Riders Publishing, Course 
Technology, IBM Press, Macromedia, Adobe Press, Syngress, etc. These titles are also 
cataloged in Ignacio, USF libraries' online catalog. 
 
Psychology 
 
PsycBooks: More than 13,000 chapters in PDF from over 700 books published by the 
American Psychological Association (APA) and other distinguished publishers. The database 
includes most scholarly titles published by APA from copyright years 1953 – 2004. It also 
includes 100 out-of-print books and an additional 70+ classic books of landmark historical 
impact in psychology.  

 
Historical Collections of E-books 

 
Eighteenth Century Collections Online: Digital images of every page of 150,000 books 
published in the U.K. in the eighteenth century (1701-1800). This database makes available 
online hard-to-find material in every academic discipline including: History & Geography; Social 
Science; Fine Arts, Music & Architecture; Medicine, Science & Technology; Literature & 
Language; Religion & Philosophy; Law; and Reference.   
 

Free E-books on the Web 
 
There are many Web sites that either provide access directly to e-books or function as 
directories or guides to e-books on the Web. There are e-books available to purchase on the 
Web, however the resources listed below will lead you to free e-books on the Web. 
 
Project Gutenberg: Collection of e-books begun in 1971 and is produced largely by 
volunteers. There are currently 20,000 free books that are available in their Online Book 
Catalog. The three portions of the Project Gutenberg Library are Light Literature, Heavy 
Literature and References.  
 
The Internet Public Library (IPL) Online Texts Collection: The IPL has compiled links to 
many free online texts. A few examples of resources available at this site include, The Aeneid 
of Vergil, Bibliomania, Christian Classics Ethereal Library, Treasure Island and the Victorian 
Women Writers Project.  
 
Google Book Search: A tool from Google that searches the full text of books obtained from 
publishers and libraries that Google scans and stores in its digital database. You can view 
bibliographic data and either the full text (if it is in the public domain), a limited preview, a 
snippet view or no preview. Each item includes links to either purchase the book or find the 
book at a library.            
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