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Searching ProQuest 
 

What is ProQuest? 
 
ProQuest is a multi-disciplinary service providing access to the following databases: 
 
ABI/INFORM Dateline: Local and regional business news coverage of business related subjects. (1985 – Present) 

ABI/INFORM Global: Covers business and economic conditions & various other business practices. (1971 – Present) 

ABI/INFORM Trade & Industry: Provides users with the latest industry news & other topics. (1971 – Present) 

Alt-Press Watch (APW): Full text database comprised of alternative and independent press. (Various dates) 

Dissertations and Theses:  Offers multi-subject doctoral dissertations and master's theses (Various dates) 

Ethnic NewsWatch (ENW): Full text database from ethnic, minority & native presses. (Various dates) 

National Newspapers: Offers coverage of 9 major US newspapers.  (1985-Present) 

ProQuest Religion: Collection of journals covering religious issues & perspectives. (1986 –present) 

Research Library: Search for coverage of a broad range of subjects in the areas of arts & sciences.  (1971-present) 

Historical New York Times*: The New York Times offers full page and article images with full text. (1851-2003) 

*Note that Historical New York Times can not be searched with other databases.  

 
Where do I start? 
From the Library Homepage at www.usfca.edu/library : 
     
 

How do I search ProQuest? 

Advanced Search is the default. 

                                                                                              

                                                             

               
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quick Search Hints: 
 

-Use pull down menu for additional 

search options (i.e. Author, 

Document title, and Subject). 
 

-Selecting a specific database will 

help focus your search & limit the 
number of articles retrieved, while 

selecting all the databases will 

usually results in more articles, 
covering a much broader range. 
 

-Be sure to check off appropriate 

boxes if limiting your results to Full 
Text and/or Scholarly Journals. 
 

-Click on Search Tips for additional 
search strategies. 

 

 



Questions?  Contact Reference Services at (415) 422-2039. 
  

  
What do I need to know about searching in ProQuest? 
 
Use the operators in the chart below to focus your search. 
 

OPERATOR EXAMPLE SEARCH RESULT 

and work and stress Both terms must be present. Reduces 
results. 

or work or stress Either term can be present. Increases 
results. 

not work not stress Excludes second term. Limits results. 

* educat* Retrieves records with the terms educate, 
education, educators, educational, etc. 

 
 

How can I view a record? 
ProQuest uses these icons to indicate what formats are available for each entry: 
 

Full Text Text + Graphics  Page Image - PDF 
 
 

What if full text is not available through ProQuest? 

Click . A new window will provide links if the article can be found in other 

electronic databases or USF’s print collection. 

 
If you are unable to locate the article, search other library catalogs to see if they carry the journal. It 
will be your responsibility to go to the library and copy the article yourself. Otherwise, you can request 
it via Interlibrary Loan (allow 2-4 weeks), 
 

 

How can I print or email a record? 
Citations and full text articles can be printed or emailed.  

¥ Click on Print under Document View to reformat the page for printing. 
¥ Click on Email under Document View. Enter email address and send. 
¥ Or mark your articles as you search and before you log off, click on the My Research tab at 

the top to view, print, or email marked documents. 
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