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Finding Information on Bioregions 
 
Language (Keywords) 
 
• When searching in a database or on the Web, try some of the following search terms: 

 
Bioregion  Bioregionalism Mountains Flora  Habitat Agriculture 
Ecoregion  Biogeography Rivers  Fauna  Air  Industry 
Ecosystem  Environment  Ecology Geology Water  Watershed 

 
• Truncation: try using an asterisk at the end of a word root to simultaneously search all 

related terms. Example: a search on ecolog* finds ecology, ecologies, ecologic, ecological, 
ecologically, ecologist, etc. In LexisNexis use an exclamation mark (ecolog!) instead of an 
asterisk. 

 
• Word Variations: try alternate spelling and phrasing of concepts if you’re not getting any 

results. Example: groundwater or ground water 
 
World Wide Web: 
 
Try several search engines and compare the kinds of results you get. Try using Google’s 
Advanced Search to limit the domain (.gov, .edu, or .org) of your search results: 
http://www.google.com/advanced_search 
 
No one website will have everything you are looking for, but here are some sites to check out: 
 
• For California bioregions: http://ceres.ca.gov 
 
• For a national perspective on ecoregions: 

http://www.fs.fed.us/land/ecosysmgmt/ecoreg1_home.html 
 
• To find your watershed, try this US Geological Service website: 

http://water.usgs.gov/wsc/map_index.html 
 
• For topographic maps and interactive mapping (including watersheds): 

http://www.nationalatlas.gov/ 
 
• For additional information on your watershed, try this US Environmental Protection Agency 

site: http://www.epa.gov/surf 
 
• Another online mapping service is available at REGIS GRASSLinks: 

http://www.regis.berkeley.edu/glinks/ 
 
• For more online information about the environment, try UC Davis’ Information Center for the 

Environment: http://ice.ucdavis.edu 
 
• Additional research sources for environmental science are available at Gleeson Library: 

http://www.usfca.edu/library/research/env.html 
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Ignacio    The library’s catalog for books and title of journals here at USF 
 

Subject Headings: look under general topics like Ecology - California 
 
Keywords: try combining different words or phrases like  

“San Francisco Bay” and Ecology 
 
Reference    Some books from our Reference Collection that may be useful 
 
• Atlas of California       Ref. G 1525 .A852 1979 
• California Patterns       Ref. G 1525 .H67 1983 
• California: An Environmental Atlas and Guide   Ref. F 859.3 .K74 1991 
• The California Water Atlas     Ref. G 1526 .C3 C3 1979 (Folio) 
• Historical Atlas of California      Ref. G 1526 .S1 B4 1974 
• Encyclopedia of the Biosphere    Ref QH 343.4 .B5613 2000 
• Encyclopedia of Biodiversity     Ref QH 541.15 .B56 E53 2001 
 
Newspapers, Magazines, and Journals 
 
• ProQuest Research Library (http://www.usfca.edu/library/databases/research.html) An 

index of articles from magazines, journals and newspapers. Contains abstracts and citations, 
as well as many full-text articles. Try a search using a place name and a keyword (e.g., 
Location=San Francisco and keyword=ecology). 

 
• InfoTrac OneFile (http://www.usfca.edu/library/databases/onefile.html) Another index of 

articles from popular magazines, research journals and newspapers. Contains abstracts and 
citations, as well as many full-text articles. Try a “keyword” or “advanced” search. 
 

• LexisNexis Academic (http://www.usfca.edu/library/databases/academicuniv.html) has the 
full text of many newspapers. Select “Guided News Search” and then try the following:  

→ “Step One” select “US News” 
   → “Step Two” select California News Sources 
    → “Step Three” enter keywords 
  
• For more in-depth research, try LexisNexis Environmental 

(http://www.usfca.edu/library/databases/envuniverse.html) and choose “Environment 
Abstracts”. This specialized index contains abstracts of journal articles in the subject area of 
environmental science. Use USF’s “Journal Finder” to find the full text of the articles. 
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