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Searching ERIC
What is ERIC?

The ERIC database is the world's largest source of education information, covering 1966 to date.
Traditionally composed of citations, abstracts, and digests, the ERIC program has been focusing
on adding full-text electronic documents to the database. It contains three types of files:

ERIC Documents: from Resources in Education Index

ERIC Journal information (most in citation format): from Current Index to Journals in
Education, indexing 750+ titles

ERIC Digests: Short surveys giving an overview of a topic with references (available through
2004).

How do | get to it?

From the library® homepage at www.usfca.edu/library
* Go to Start Your Research.
* Click on Education. Choose Journal Articles and ERIC Documents.
e Click on ERIC.

Also try the http://eric.ed.gov web site.

Does it have the full text of articles?

ERIC Digests and some ERIC Documents and Journal articles and are available in full text. To
access:
* ERIC Documents / Digests: Click on Full Text from ERIC
« Journal articles; Click on [ Find Full-Text|
OR
* Most ERIC Documents are available on microfilm in Periodicals. Take the ERIC Number
to the Periodicals Desk to access.

How do | tell what type of file a citation refers to?

You can tell by the ERIC Number, which is found in parenthesis at the end of a citation.

1. Communicating with Parents. ERIC Digest. Mendoza; Jean; ERIC Clearinghouse on Elementary and
Early Childhood Education, Champaign, IL., 2003 (ED482880)

e ERIC Documents have ERIC Numbers beginning with ED

e ERIC Journals have ERIC Numbers beginning with EJ

* ERIC Digests have ERIC Numbers beginning with ED and the words ERIC DigestCat the
end of the title.

Searching Tips

* Use the operators in the chart below to construct your search.

OPERATOR EXAMPLE SEARCH RESULT
and school and stress Both terms must be present. Reduces results.
or school or stress Either term can be present. Increases results.
not school not stress Excludes second term. Reduces results.

Retrieves records with the terms educate,

* educat* . .
education, educators, educational, etc.




* Limit your results to research reports by choosing Reports-Research/Technical under
Publication Type

Publication Type [rveporewermerm
Reports - Descriptive

Reports - Evaluative / Feasibility
Reports - Research / Technical

CSnaachas ! Canfaranca Panare

* To check your terminology and to get term details, go to the Thesaurus for a scope note of a
term and its related, broader, and narrower terms. Always notice the Descriptors in the
record to find other search terms on a topic.

a ]

Select term, then add to search using: or

Add
Click term to display details.)

| Student Adjustrment

Student Affairs Services Use Student Personnel Services

Student Affairs Workers Use Student Personnel Workers

Student Aid Use Student Financial Aid

Student Alienation

* Go to Database Help then Searchable Fields for a list of field abbreviations and their
definitions.

* Usethe Indexes to see a list of all values that occur in specified fields in the database

How can | combine searches?
Click on the Search History/Alerts button.

Refine Search Search History / Alerts ) Resull
~—
1. Mark the Print Search History | Refriove Searches | Retrieve 2. Select
searches = AND or OR

Add using: and Add

you want to - then click
combine. gdd to Search ID# Search Term3 Add.
earch

] S6 health
v S5 high school
W sS4 school And stress

How can | save/print/email my results?

* Select records you want to save, print or email by clicking on Add to the right of each record.
e When you@ ready to save, print, or email, click on Folder Has Items.
* Choose Print, Email, or Save to Disk.

Questions?

* Click on Database Help for an overview of the database software.
* Or contact Reference Services at (415) 422-2039 or at reference@usfca.edu
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