ROBO-SENSEI Grammar Notes
Noriko Nagata

Relative Clause Lesson 1

USAGE RULE: A sentence may modify a succeeding noun. Such a sentence modifier is called a
“relative clause.”

FORM: Relative Clause (direct form verb, adjective, or copula) + Noun

DIRECT FORM EXAMPLES (used in this lesson):

Affirmative Affirmative Negative Negative
Imperfective Perfective ~ Imperfective  Perfective
TR D (D) eat /ru-verb/  T=X7z To 720 o2 oz
BDH(AD) look at /ru-verb/ 7z FRTRUN IR T
W5 exist (animate) /ru-verb/ 7 VN2 WiRho Tz

229 (H D) buy /u-verb/ Moz MR Wb hoTz
DOHIOAED)  use /u-verb/ VY RS VLY oY ANV SVAY/EoY
H D exist (inanimate) /u-verb/ ol A/ Rino Tz

2 H(FED) sell /u-verb/ ) o7z ) B BRI
W< (ATL) go /u-verb/ Wo 7z ARV W72 T2

(See the ROBO-SENSEI Verb Direct Form lessons for detailed conjugation rules of direct forms.)
The following guidelines describe the grammatical forms for constructing relative clauses.

(1) The relative clause modifies the succeeding noun. Example (a) shows a simple sentence, and
example (b) illustrates a relative clause followed by a noun.

a. HZHUE L7, (sentence) I bought a car.
b. FA2NE o7 H (relative clause +noun) the car I bought

In the English example “the car I bought”, the noun “the car” is followed by the relative clause “I
bought.” In the Japanese example FA7SH - 72 H#i, the relative clause FANYE -7 is followed by
the noun ..

(2) The verb in the relative clause (i.e., the verb that modifies the following noun) must be in the direct
form (e.g., 35, L72\). The -masu form (e.g., L E7, LFEHA)isincorrect.

Ihze +5 A the person who will do this
hxE L. A the person who did this
hE L7awn A the person who won’t do this
hvae Lol A the person who didn’t do this
e LTnsd A the person who is doing this

(3) The head noun (the noun modified by a relative clause) may be the subject, the object, the goal, the
location, the means, etc., of the relative clause. See the following examples.



4)

)

a. subject (A) = head noun
A Teo TN 5D
7—oTWn5 A

b. object (&) = head noun
Kz GATHD
A BEATWND AR

c. goal (& $725)=head noun
EBHIEHIZ THRARE FEN
DY THhHZ FEW L2

d. means (TA L %) =head noun
TALRT HKEIZ 1To7
FADS HOREIZ 1To72 TAL®

e. location (X - & T A/) = head noun
XHOoXTAT a—tb—% AT

a—bt—% RATE T3 Th

f. day (H) =head noun
ZOHIZ BARIZ ATEET
HAIZ 7< H

The subject inside of the relative clause may be marked by 73.

A person is standing.
the person who is standing

I’m reading a book.
the book I’m reading

I wrote a letter to a friend.
the friend I wrote a letter to

I went to Tokyo by train.
the train by which I went to Tokyo

I had coffee in a coffee shop.
the coffee shop where I had coffee

I’m going to Japan on that day.
the day when I’m going to Japan

The subject marker 7% may be

replaced by @ if there is no other noun between the subject and the verb inside of the relative

clause.

Hf A ol K
HfPESAD oz K
HfP ST oz K

L5 EAB fTot Fri—h
SLHEAD fiof Fri— b
L5 EMT fTot Fri—h

FAY HE S AT R K
FLO HP S AL R K
T HF S A e K

The topic/contrast marker /3 is never used inside of the relative clause.

the book that Mr. Tanaka bought
the book that Mr. Tanaka bought
(incorrect)

the department store Ms. Satoo went to
the department store Ms. Satoo went to
(incorrect)

the book that I showed to Mr. Tanaka
(incorrect)
(incorrect)

The adjective in the relative clause must be in the direct form (e.g., BH LAV, BHL L Ao 7,

BH LA RN,

The -desu form (e.g., BH LANWTT, BHL LA TT, BHLLAL

2N TT, B LAL H Y EFHA) s incorrect.

BHLAW K
BbLAN-TZ K
BHLAL RN K
Bb LA o K

the book that is interesting (an interesting book)
the book that was interesting

the book that is not interesting

the book that was not interesting
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Relative Clause Lesson 2

USAGE RULE: A sentence may modify a succeeding noun. Such a sentence modifier is called a
“relative clause.”

FORM: Relative Clause (direct form verb, adjective, or copula) + Noun

In lesson 1, you practiced relative clauses which use verbs or adjectives. Lesson 2 introduces relative

clauses that use copulas (72, 72572, U7\, Ux72)->7). The following describes how to
construct relative clauses using copulas.

(1) When the copula is imperfective and affirmative, change it to @ for a regular noun and to 72 for

2)

3)

4)

a na-adjective to modify the succeeding noun. (T and 72 are incorrect.)

a. regular noun (ZKIE H)

T BN KHEH TT, Their holiday is Wednesday.

KT HMN KEH O FX— | the department store whose holiday is Wednesday
b. na-adjective ("X A1)

ZIODIM RAY T2, Transportation is convenient.

ZIO9DIMW RAUY I T A the place where transportation is convenient

When the copula is perfective and affirmative, use the direct form 72572 in the relative clause.
(C L7z isincorrect.)

KT AN KEEH Fofe ToX— | the department store whose holiday was Wednesday
ZIODIMN RAY Eolz 2TA the place where transportation was convenient

When the copula is imperfective and negative, use the direct form U %72\ in the relative clause.
(C %72 T is incorrect.)

KT AN KEH Uy /35— h the department store whose holiday is not Wednesday
29D RAD Loy 24 the place where transportation is not convenient

When the copula is perfective and negative, use the direct form U %7273 72 in the relative
clause. (U =®727>>72C7 isincorrect.)

KT AN KHEH Us72hro7- 7 73— | the department store whose holiday was not Wednesday
29090 NAD Uxphholc & Z A the place where transportation was not convenient
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Relative Clause Lesson 3

USAGE RULE: A sentence may modify a succeeding noun. Such a sentence modifier is called a
“relative clause.”

FORM: Relative Clause (direct form verb, adjective, or copula) + Noun

DIRECT FORM EXAMPLES (used in this lesson):

Affirmative Affirmative Negative Negative
Imperfective Perfective ~ Imperfective  Perfective
TR D (D) eat /ru-verb/  T=X7z To 720 o2 oz
BDH(AD) look at /ru-verb/ 7z FRTRUN IR T
W5 exist (animate) /ru-verb/ 7 VN2 WiRho Tz

229 (H D) buy /u-verb/ Moz MR Wb hoTz
DOHIOAED)  use /u-verb/ VY RS VLY oY ANV SVAY/EoY
H D exist (inanimate) /u-verb/ ol A/ Rino Tz

2 H(FED) sell /u-verb/ ) o7z ) B BRI
W< (ATL) go /u-verb/ Wo 7z ARV W72 T2

(See the ROBO-SENSEI Verb Direct Form lessons for detailed conjugation rules of direct forms.)
The following guidelines describe the grammatical forms for constructing relative clauses.

(1) The relative clause modifies the succeeding noun. Example (a) shows a simple sentence, and
example (b) illustrates a relative clause followed by a noun.

a. HZHUE L7, (sentence) I bought a car.
b. FA2NE o7 H (relative clause +noun) the car I bought

(2) The verb in the relative clause (i.e., the verb that modifies the following noun) must be in the direct
form (e.g., %, L72\)). The -masu form (e.g., L £, LFEHA)isincorrect.

Iha 75 A the person who will do this
ke L A the person who did this
Zhzw Ligwn A the person who won’t do this
hE Loz A the person who didn’t do this
Zhz LTns A the person who is doing this

(3) The head noun (the noun modified by a relative clause) may be the subject, the object, the goal, the
location, the means, etc., of the relative clause.

7=oTWad A the person who is standing

A FEATND K the book I'm reading

RS THhHZ FEW L2 the friend I wrote a letter to

RS BRI 1To72 TA L% the train by which I went to Tokyo



a—t—% AT Eo3TA the coffee shop where I had coffee
AAIZ 17< B the day when I’m going to Japan

(4) The subject inside of the relative clause may be marked by 75. The subject marker 7% may be
replaced by @ if there is no other noun between the subject and the verb inside of the relative
clause. The topic/contrast marker |3 is never used inside of the relative clause.

HP SN Eofe K the book that Mr. Tanaka bought
HPSAD Holo K the book that Mr. Tanaka bought
HpPSAIX BEoe K (incorrect)

A HREIAE RE K the book that I showed to Mr. Tanaka
Lo HFIAIL BREL K (incorrect)

T AR IAIE e K (incorrect)

(5) The adjective in the relative clause must be in the direct form (e.g., ZBbH LAV, BH L Ao,
BHLALRW). The -desu form (e.g, BHLANTT, BLLANS72TT, BHLAL
RNTT, BHL LA HY £ A)is incorrect.

BHLAW K the book that is interesting (an interesting book)
BbLANoT K the book that was interesting

BHLALRY K the book that is not interesting

Bb LA ol K the book that was not interesting

(6) When the copula is imperfective and affirmative, change it to @ for a regular noun and to 7% for a
na-adjective to modify the succeeding noun. (T and 72 are incorrect.)

a. regular noun (/K H)

KT A KHEEH O T 8— | the department store whose holiday is Wednesday
b. na-adjective (XA 1)
T2 XA T TAH the place where transportation is convenient

(7) When the copula is perfective and affirmative, use the direct form 72572 in the relative clause.
("C L7z isincorrect.)

KT AN KEEH Fofe ToX— | the department store whose holiday was Wednesday
ZIODIM R Folz 2TA the place where transportation was convenient

en the copula 1s impertective and negative, use the direct form L 7LV 1n the relative clause.
8) When the copula is imperfecti d negati he direct form U % 72\> in the relative cl
(LU %72V C7 is incorrect.)

DT AN KEH UZelvy /35— h the department store whose holiday is not Wednesday
ZI9D9M RAD Loy L2A the place where transportation is not convenient

(9) When the copula is perfective and negative, use the direct form U % 727> 7= in the relative clause.
(U2 7203-> 72T is incorrect.)

KT AN KHEH Ux72hro7- 73— | the department store whose holiday was not Wednesday
2929 XA Loeholz &5 the place where transportation was not convenient



