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Maricopa County Needs Assessment

• The purpose of this project is to profile 
youth sports and physical activity 
programs in Maricopa County, AZ.

• Funded by the Maricopa Council on 
Youth Sports and Physical Activity 
(MCYSPA), in conjunction with the 
Arizona Sports and Tourism Authority.



Harvard’s Play Across Boston

• Harvard’s Play Across Boston is a 
comparable project to define sports and 
recreational facilities and programs.
– 3 years
– $1 million cost
– Mail and phone survey of identified facilities
– Visited and interviewed school coaches
– Focused on low or no cost facilities



Arizona Sports and Tourism Authority

In the youth and amateur sports area, the 
Authority will distribute over a 30 year period a 
total of at least $73.5 million.

The AZSTA was created 
through an Act of the State 
Legislature (SB 1220) and 
was approved by the voters 
on November 7, 2000.

The primary intent was to build a multi purpose 
football facility for the NFL Cardinals in the City 
of Glendale, AZ for about $350+ million.



Study Outcomes and Responsibilities

• Develop database of program providers, contacts 
and infrastructure organizations within Maricopa 
County.

• Develop data collection instrument and/or 
protocols to accurately capture range of services 
offered.

• Develop data collection strategy that facilitates 
provider’s ability to provide necessary 
information.

• Pilot test data collection and transfer of 
information to GIS architecture.
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Potential Data Collection from YSPA Programs
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YMCA Data Set



Phoenix, Tempe and Mesa Pilot Test Sites



Data Collection Challenges

• Mesa and the High Schools had paper data
– Hired students to data entry

• Phoenix and Tempe had no data
– On line data survey to collect data

• Only East Valley Boys and Girls Club had 
an access data base with all the information

• Contact other nonprofits and youth clubs 
and associations for data





GIS Mapping of recreational facilities

The ASU Department of Geography was 
funded separately to develop a GIS map 
of the recreational facilities of Maricopa 
County to assist the AZSTA in the 
allocation of funds to youth and amateur 
Sports facilities.



Questions?


