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_____________________________
Program Goals
This worksheet will help you refine your department learning goals and to develop corresponding learning outcomes. Remember that an outcome is the
specific learning behavior that the student should demonstrate in the context of achieving the goal. You may end up with more than one outcome for
each goal.
1. Students will gain solid historical knowledge of the objects of art and principal artists of all major periods, and their associated theories, analysis
and criticism. This includes a broad understanding of the cultural diversity of art movements from prehistoric times through contemporary
culture, both locally and globally.
2. Students will gain an understanding of basic visual principles, concepts, media, and formats in the various fine art disciplines, and the ability to
apply them to meet a specific objective. This includes an ability to think critically and propose creative solutions to aesthetic problems.
3. Students will gain a deep appreciation and knowledge of how to use their skills to work with diverse communities both locally and globally to
create social change. This includes the acquisition of professional skills that will serve them as post-graduate students, professional
practitioners, educators, and community leaders.
4. Students will gain knowledge and skills in the use of basic tools, technologies, and processes sufficient to conduct advanced research or project
work. This includes the mastery of bibliographic research and understanding of the digital tools and processes necessary to develop that
research.

Learning Outcomes
Goal 1
 Identify sources and tools for art historical research and produce formal analytic written papers or projects.
 Evaluate, compare and criticize different forms of art, architecture, and design representing diverse social, cultural, religious, and aesthetic
contexts, in visual, written, and oral formats.

Goal 2

 Develop and practice skills, techniques and processes to make original project work in two-dimensional and/or three-dimensional formats.
 Create finished works of art, grounded in personal expression, that demonstrate knowledge of historic and contemporary principles of
composition, form, style, and technique.

Goal 3
 Express understanding through written, oral, and visual reflection of the role that art has and can play in encouraging positive social change.
 Propose and produce a meaningful service-learning project to a local non-profit cultural organization, gallery, or socially engaged group, with
active participation and leadership in addressing both organizational and civic concerns.

Goal 4

 Identify appropriate research-related resources to produce a final written or visual project, such as a thesis, portfolio, or exhibition, for
presentation within a public context.
 Write and prepare applications for graduate study, grants, and other professional endeavors.
Source: Program-Based Review and Assessment: Tools and Techniques for Program Improvement, Office of Academic Planning & Assessment, University of Massachusetts Amherst, Fall 2001.
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1. Students will gain solid historical knowledge of the objects of art and principal artists of all major periods, and their associated theories, analysis and
criticism. This includes a broad understanding of the cultural diversity of art movements from prehistoric times through contemporary culture, both locally
and globally.
a. Identify sources and tools for art historical research and produce
M
M
C
C
C
formal analytic written papers or projects.
b. Evaluate, compare and criticize different forms of art, architecture and
I
C
C
C
design representing different social, cultural, religious, and aesthetic
contexts, in visual, written, and oral formats.
2. Students will gain an understanding of basic visual principles, concepts, media, and formats in the various fine art disciplines, and the ability to apply them
to meet a specific objective. This includes an ability to think critically and propose creative solutions to aesthetic problems.
a. Develop and practice skills, techniques and processes to make new
C C
C
original project work in two-dimensional and three-dimensional
formats.
b. Create finished works of art, grounded in personal expression, that
C
demonstrate knowledge of historical and contemporary principles of
composition, form, style, and technique.
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3. Students will gain a deep appreciation and knowledge of how to use their skills to work with diverse communities both locally and globally to create social
change. This includes the acquisition of professional skills that will serve them as post- graduate students, professional practitioners, educators, and
community leaders.
a. Express understanding through written and oral reflection of the role
I
I
C
C
C
that art has and can play in encouraging positive social change.
b. Propose and produce a meaningful service learning project to a local
C
C
C
non-profit arts organization, with active participation and leadership in
addressing both organizational and civic concerns.
4. Students will gain knowledge and skills in the use of basic tools, technologies, and processes sufficient to conduct advanced research or project work. This
includes the mastery of bibliographic research and understanding of the digital tools and processes necessary to develop that research.
a. Identify appropriate research related resources to produce a final
C
C
C
C
C
written or visual project, such as a thesis, portfolio, or exhibition, for
presentation within a public context.
b. Write and prepare applications for graduate study, grants, and other
M
C
C
C
post-graduate professional endeavors.

Outcome Rubrics

Outcome

Very Poor
Achievement
of Outcome

Poor Achievement
of Outcome

Average Achievement
of Outcome
[Benchmark Standard]

1a. Identify sources and
tools for art historical
research and produce
formal analytic written
papers or projects.

Student produces
writing that lacks
verbal competency
and that contains flaws
in thesis development
and/or research
methodology.

Student is able to
produce writing that is
verbally competent and
that demonstrates the
student’s ability to
conduct independent
research.

1b. Evaluate, compare and
criticize different forms of
art, architecture, and

Students fail to
express ideas or
understanding of

Student is able to
describe and compare
different styles of art,

Good Achievement
of Outcome

Very Good Achievement
of Outcome

Student is able to
produce writing that is
verbally competent and
that demonstrates the
student’s ability to
conduct independent
research and to establish
a personal thesis.

Student is able to write
an original paper that
features engaging
rhetoric, a strong thesis,
and advanced knowledge
of formal analysis.
Students can eloquently
express connections
between the formal,

design representing
diverse social, cultural,
religious, and aesthetic
contexts, in visual, written,
and oral formats.

2a. Develop and practice
skills, techniques and
processes to make original
project work in twodimensional and/or threedimensional formats.

works of art and their
contexts, either
verbally and/or in
group discussion.
During class
discussions, students
do not speak unless
asked by the
professor.
Students use limited
skills, techniques, and
processes to create
project work that is
poorly crafted, both
visually and
structurally.

artists, and movements in
written form and while
participating in classroom
critiques and discussions.

social, and cultural ideas
in the arts of various
places and historical
contexts, in both written
form and while
participating in classroom
critiques and discussions.

Student is able to
demonstrate aptitude
using a variety of twodimensional and threedimensional skills,
techniques, and processes.

Student is able to
demonstrate aptitude and
dexterity using a variety
of two-dimensional and
three-dimensional skills,
techniques, and
processes.

Student is able to
demonstrate masterful
fluency and refinement
using a wide range of
two-dimensional and
three-dimensional skills,
techniques, and
processes.
Student is able to
demonstrate fluency with
conceptual development,
compositional principles,
and formal
experimentation while
creating finished works
of art grounded in
personal expression.
Student is able to identify
and describe the
comprehensive theories
and movements within
the field of social practice
through their writing,
class discussion, and
project work, and is able
to critically reflect and
build upon this
knowledge through their
community involvement.

2b. Create finished works
of art, grounded in
personal expression, that
demonstrate knowledge of
historic and contemporary
principles of composition,
form, style, and technique.

Student is unable to
demonstrate fluency
with conceptual
development or
compositional
principles across a
select range of project
formats or media.

Student is able to
demonstrate fluency with
conceptual development
and compositional
principles across a select
range of project formats
or media.

Student is able to
demonstrate fluency with
conceptual development,
compositional principles,
and formal
experimentation across a
select range of project
formats or media.

3a. Express understanding
through written, oral, and
visual reflection of the role
that art has played and can
play in encouraging
positive social change.

Student is unable to
identify and describe
the key concepts and
working methods
within the history and
theory of social
practice through their
writing, class
discussion, and project
work.

Student is able to identify
and describe the principle
theories and movements
within the field of social
practice through their
writing, class discussion,
and project work.

Student is able to identify
and describe the
comprehensive theories
and movements within
the field of social practice
through their writing,
class discussion, and
project work.

3b. Propose and produce a
meaningful servicelearning project for a local
non-profit cultural
organization, gallery, or
socially engaged group,
with active participation
and leadership in
addressing both
organizational and civic
concerns.

Student fails at
forming a personal
affiliation with a nonprofit organization.

Student forms a personal
affiliation with a nonprofit organization and
defines a meaningful role
for themselves while
working with that
organization.

4a. Identify appropriate
research-related resources
to produce a final written
or visual project, such as a
thesis, portfolio, or
exhibition, for presentation
within a public context.

Student is unable to
complete independent
research for their
project work by using
library collections,
bibliographies, and
digital databases.

Student is able to
complete independent
research for their project
work by using library
collections,
bibliographies, and digital
databases.

4b. Write and prepare
applications for graduate
study, grants, and other
post-graduate professional
endeavors.

Student finishes their
coursework at USF
without the knowledge
to further their access
to resources within
their respective field.

Student demonstrates an
ability to prepare
applications for grants,
graduate study, or other
post-professional
endeavors, including
written applications and
visual databases or
portfolios.

Student forms a personal
affiliation with a nonprofit organization and
defines a meaningful role
for themselves while
working with that
organization. Student
demonstrates an ability to
reflect upon their
experience in their visual,
written, and oral
coursework.

Student takes on a
leadership role with a
non-profit organization
and engages that
community with
exemplary service in the
arts. Student completes
original visual or written
project work that serves
both the organization and
the community.
Student is able to
complete sustained and
comprehensive research
for project work by using
library collections,
bibliographies, and digital
databases.

