International Criminal Law: Fall 2013
Monday and Wednesday
Professor Peter Jan Honigsberg
Assignment for the first class meeting appears at end of these pages
Please be prepared. Class discussion will begin on the first day.
Course and Materials
A broad outline of the topics that we plan to cover this semester appears below.
Because of the nature of International Criminal Law, the topics will necessarily overlap.
As the class unfolds and events occur in the world, we will supplement the materials, and
possibly modify the subject matter. Weekly reading assignments will be approximately
60 pages in length.
The reading assignments will always be for the full week. Because of the fluidity
of the topics and the class discussions, we may often cover later pages in assigned
readings earlier in the week. Consequently, students are expected to have read the full
week’s assigned readings by Monday of each week.
Required text: Van Schaak and Slye, International Law and Its Enforcement, 2nd
Edition, Foundation Press.
Also Required:
Rome Statute: Available at: http://www.icc-cpi.int/NR/rdonlyres/EA9AEFF75752-4F84-BE94-0A655EB30E16/0/Rome_Statute_English.pdf
Be sure to bring your copy of the Rome Statute to each class.
Elements of Crimes: Available on the Internet: Search for Elements of Crimes ICC
Suggested: Kearney, Under the Blue Flag: My Mission in Kosovo, Phoenix
Books
To access supplemental documents on TWEN, click on the “Course Materials”
folder on TWEN, check the box next to the document or documents that you would like
to download, then go to “Actions” and then “Batch Download.” If you click on the file
instead, the file will be opened via your web browser and will likely be more difficult to
read.
Participation, Attendance and Grading
Students’ participation is critical to this course. Therefore, everyone will be
expected to be fully prepared for each class and to participate voluntarily as well as when
called upon. Please do not access the Internet, unless authorized in class.
You are permitted to miss two classes. For each additional class you miss, for

any reason, you will lose 1/3 of your grade per missed class. If you miss 6 classes, you
will not receive credit for the course since you will have missed more than 20% of the
course, in violation of ABA and USF Law School rules. Please do not come late to class.
Being late 2 times will be considered equal to an absence.
Grading
Grades will be based on the research paper, presentation of the paper, class preparation
and participation, and the reflection pieces.
Your research paper along with your presentation of the paper will constitute two-thirds
of the grade. Your class preparation, participation and written weekly reflection pieces
will together equal one-third.
8 reflection assignments. I will read your pieces, but not comment on them.
Since I will also retain them for my records, please keep copies for yourselves. These
assignments are designed to assist you in reflecting on the readings assigned each week.
Your papers will also assist me in assessing whether students are understanding the
materials and in identifying the topics that are most interesting and engaging to the class.
We can then focus on these interesting topics and issues in more depth.
You will either receive credit or no credit for the assignment. For each no-credit,
you will lose 3 points out of a total of 100 points dedicated to your final research paper. (I
will inform you if you do not receive credit.) All assignments must be submitted in hard
copy at the beginning of the next Monday class meeting, and be written in good faith. If
you miss the class where a reflection piece is due, you may either give it to another
student to submit for you on time, or email it to me before class begins. Each paper must
be two pages, between 480 and 500 words, double-spaced, in 12 point type and stapled.
Please put word count on page 1.
Research Papers and Presentation
1. All research papers (including those used to satisfy the upper level writing
requirement) must be personally handed in by the end of class on Monday October 28,
2013. Your semester grade will drop by one-third for each hour late.
2. All research papers not satisfying the research requirement, must be between 5000 and
5300 words, double spaced, 12 point type, one-inch margins all around each page, and
include footnotes or endnotes.
3. If you also would like to satisfy your upper level writing requirement, you need to
hand in a separate paper, in addition to the paper mentioned above in number 2, of at
least 25 pages (approximately 6500 words), double spaced, 12 point type, including
footnotes/endnotes, and one-inch margins all around each page. This paper is,
essentially, an expansion of the required research paper in number 2.
4. Provide a word count of the text on the cover page of your paper.

5. Please meet with me to review your topic by week three. It is important that the topic
corresponds with the legal issues covered in the course and does not overlap to any great
extent with another student’s paper. I will suggest topics, or you can select your own, as
long as it is approved. Your paper must have a clear and identifiable thesis.
6. Please submit your thesis and a two-page outline by September 9th and meet with me
to review your outline by September 12th. You may submit your outline earlier.
7. Each student will be required to give a formal presentation to the class discussing
his/her research paper. Presentations will be between 20-30 minutes, including class
questions and discussion. If you want to take notes of other students’ presentations,
please do so on note paper, and not on your laptop.

For students who find the materials difficult:
You might find it helpful to spend 10 or 15 minutes immediately after class reviewing
your class notes and the text. Identify the key issues that were raised in the class and
review how we addressed and analyzed the issues.
Course Coverage
The major topics that we will cover in this course are the following:
Overview of International Criminal Law
International Jurisdiction
Ad Hoc Tribunals
Hybrid Tribunals
International Criminal Court
Substantive International Criminal Law, including War Crimes, Crimes Against
Humanity, and Genocide prosecuted under International Law
Individual Criminal Responsibility
Superior Responsibility
Defenses
Readings will be assigned weekly. Questions for your reflection pieces will be assigned
in 8 different weeks throughout the semester.
Week One
1.

Read and be prepared to discuss pages 1-60 of the text. Topics covered are: What
is International Criminal Law; International Jurisdiction, including Introduction
and WWII Int’l Military Tribunals and Ad Hoc Int’l Tribunals.

